
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            European Review of Economic History
This issue
Economic History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish with EREH?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About European Review of Economic History
                
            
        
	

                
                    About the European Historical Economics Society
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact the European Historical Economics Society
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                            
                    [image: European Review of Economic History]
                

            
                    
                            
                                [image: European Historical Economics Society]
                            
                                            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    More Content
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editor's Choice
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Publish with EREH?
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About European Review of Economic History
                
            
        
	

                
                    About the European Historical Economics Society
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        
	

                
                    Contact the European Historical Economics Society
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            European Review of Economic History
This issue
Economic History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 15

                        Issue 3




            

            
December 2011            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	
            < Previous
        
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        Did Ivan's vote matter? The political economy of local democracy in Tsarist Russia
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    Steven Nafziger

                                    

    
        
    Steven Nafziger



    


    
        Department of Economics
, Williams College
, snafzige@williams.edu

    


    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            European Review of Economic History, Volume 15, Issue 3, December 2011, Pages 393–441, https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491611000074

        

        
            
                Published:

                01 December 2011

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Steven Nafziger,  Did Ivan's vote matter? The political economy of local democracy in Tsarist Russia, European Review of Economic History, Volume 15, Issue 3, December 2011, Pages 393–441, https://doi.org/10.1017/S1361491611000074

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            European Review of Economic History
This issue
Economic History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            European Review of Economic History
This issue
Economic History
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





                    Abstract

Russia's emancipation of the serfs was accompanied by numerous other measures aimed at modernizing the Tsarist economy and society. Among these ‘Great Reforms’ was the creation of a new institution of local government – the zemstvo – which has received comparatively little attention from economic historians. This quasi-democratic form of local government played an important role in expanding the provision of public goods and services in the half-century leading up to the Russian Revolution. This article utilizes archival records and contemporary evidence to outline the zemstvo's role in Russian society and describe its political structure. The article then presents a newly collected panel data set that includes information on the allocation of political rights within the zemstvo, spending and revenue decisions by district zemstva, and a variety of other socio-economic indicators. With these data, I explore whether the electoral structure of the zemstvo allowed the newly emancipated peasantry to voice their preferences over spending levels and tax rates. I find that the district zemstvo with greater political representation from the peasantry shifted taxes away from communal property and spent more per capita, especially on education. However, these effects did not derive from a direct voting mechanism but most likely arose out of the interaction between peasant representation and more liberal elements of the noble class. This study initiates a broader research agenda into the zemstvo's place in Russian economic history and contributes to the literature on the political economy of public good provision in developing societies.
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